
Jaimee Paul & Leif Shires – Artist Biography


In a time when the world longs for peace and restoration, Jaimee Paul and Leif Shires 
have embraced a shared calling: to deliver hope and tranquility through the 
transformative power of music.


Jaimee Paul, a native of Southern Illinois, was raised on gospel and blues, her 
foundation rooted in the church choir. With a growing passion for jazz, she moved to 
Nashville to study Music Business at Belmont University. After graduation, she quickly 
made her mark in the industry through marketing and radio promotion roles at several 
record labels, while simultaneously building a career as a session vocalist. Her voice 
led her to international stages, singing background for artists such as Wynonna, The 
Judds, and Kelly Clarkson.


In 2008, Jaimee became the first female vocalist signed to Green Hill Music. Her debut 
album At Last reached #1 on the iTunes Jazz chart, followed by several acclaimed 
releases, including Bonded—a tribute to the James Bond film legacy produced by 
Grammy-winner Michael Omartian—and Hear My Prayer, a Dove Award-nominated 
hymns collection. Her 2023 release, People, featuring Pat Coil, Danny Gottlieb, Jacob 
Jezioro, and the Star City Symphony, received national attention on SiriusXM’s Siriusly 
Sinatra channel. Most recently, in April 2025, Jaimee released The Gershwin Songbook
—a lush and elegant reimagining of George and Ira Gershwin’s classics, further 
solidifying her place among the finest vocal interpreters of the American songbook.


Leif Shires, a California native from the San Joaquin Valley, moved to Nashville in 2004, 
where he met Jaimee—a chance musical connection that quickly evolved into a 
creative and personal partnership in both marriage and music. A sought-after 
trumpeter known for his expressive tone and stylistic versatility, Leif has toured and 
recorded with a wide array of artists including Zach Williams, Kelly Clarkson, Jack 
White, Wanda Jackson, Barry Gibb, Jaci Velasquez, Eliza and the Bear, My Morning 
Jacket, and the legendary Memphis Horns, and countless others. In 2008, he became 
the first solo trumpet artist signed to Green Hill Music, and his most recent solo album, 
Beautiful Love (2023), has been featured on SiriusXM’s Escape channel.


Together, Jaimee and Leif have performed across the U.S., Canada, Europe, and 
Japan, appearing before audiences that include a U.S. President, Prime Ministers, 
Members of Congress, and international ambassadors. Their collaborative work as the 
Jaimee Paul Band blends jazz sophistication with pop accessibility, as heard on their 
independent release My Favorite Things.


Marked by authenticity, warmth, and world-class musicianship, Jaimee and Leif’s 
music continues to inspire audiences around the globe—through timeless songs, 
heartfelt performances, and a visible love for each other and the music they’re honored 
to create.


